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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 


and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Art. shall have to enforce this article 
| 2—Oongress sh power by appropriate 


Introduced 
Senator Del.), and Senator Burke, (Neb.), 
Feb. 5, 1987, (Senate Joins — No. 65). 


tative Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 5, 1987, (H 
Resclution No. 1). 
Present Status 


Senate — Before J Committee 
judiciary committees June 23, 1937. 


House—Bef diciary Committee; favorable report 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


„Art. 1—The contracting y the ratification of this 
and 
2 Re - is throughout the 
B 
N ee and Uruguay, at Montevido, De- 


PROPOSED 22 AMENDMENTS TO 
F LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The members of the League undertake that in 
right of vote shall not be denied or abridged 


1 favorable report by sub- 


A Fundamental Principle 


Woman's Party has taken the position that any- 


thing less than equal rights between men and women is 


a distinct disadvantage to women. Developments dur- 
ing the years since ratification of the Suffrage Amend- 
ment have strengthened this position. 


Seventeen years of trying to equalize the laws, state 


by state, have shown the futility of this method. They 


are now seeking another amendment to establish the 
principle of equality in order to make permanent the 
gains they have made and to make unconstitutional 
future discriminations against them based on sex. Each 
state legislature can repeal in one day all equality laws 
now on the statute books. * 

Even now, many who have not encountered the thou- 
sand and more discriminatory laws based on sex ven- 
ture the opinion that women already have equality. 
This is not surprising when one considers the fact 
that people generally are not even aware of the 
number of hidden taxes they pay. 


Unless a woman has children, she does not run afoul 
of the laws denying her equal guardianship of her 
children. Unless she works, she may not be aware 
of the fact that laws fixing her wages and hours seri- 
ously hamper her in her struggle for a living. Unless 
she owns property she does not writhe under 
the injustice of the denial of the right to handle that 
property. Unless a woman owns a business, she may not 


even know the importance of the right to contract and 


be contracted with, so that her business may survive. 

The reason for establishing fundamental rights and 
guarantees in the federal titution is to extend jus- 
tice and equal protection to all classes. It is never safe 
to trust fundamental rights to any one individual or 
group, because no one, ignorant of the problems and 
needs of others, no matter how good the intentions, 


can be trusted with their lives and fortunes without 


a restraining hand. It is for this reason that the 
United States has a Constitution, laying down funda- 
mental principles as a safeguard to the individual and 
to each and every group and faction. It is the guaran- 
tee against despotism and is the protection —- 
ever-changing emotional waves of hysteria. ways 
in time of stress, women are victims. 

No, women are not safe without a constitutional 
protection against the whims and vagaries of all others 
—enemies and friends alike. They are citizens of the 
United States and as adults must meet the problems 
confronting every human being in the struggle for 
existence. We would consider it criminal to throw per- 
sons overboard in deep water and expect them to swim 
with bound arms and legs. That is being done towomen. 

It is the right of the States to make laws handling 
their own problems, which are not in conflict with the 
fundamental law of the land. This right would in 
no wise be endangered or violated by the inclusion 
in the Constitution of an Amendment establishing the 
fundamental principle of equality under law for women 
and men. Each state would be absolutely free in the 
making of its laws, but whatever laws were made 
would apply the same to women as to men. 

The law applies one way to women and another to 
men. Both are citizens. — for the Nineteenth 
Amendment, guaranteeing political equality, the Con- 
stitution is a man's Constitution. It should also be the 
Constitution of women. Citizenship should carry with 


it the guarantee of equal rights under law, and when 


it does not carry such a guarantee, the defect should 
be cured. Until this is done, women will continue to be 


made the targets of laws based on sex—not justice. 


ROUGHOUT its entire existence, the National 
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HELEN HUNT WEST .. . Daitor 
OBJECT 
To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
all human relationships—in r 
Rights Amendment te the Constitution, and the adherence of the U ted 
proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League Nations. 
· w 
their respective countries 
| The members of the e undertake that in their respective countries 
there shall’ be no distinction ‘based on sex in thelr law and practice regard 
: ‘Phe members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
| men and women shall have equal rights in all other fiields.’’ 
| The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
. sembly of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 
fi On agenda of the September, 1937, Assembly of the League of 
Nations. 
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Virgi 

= 25 the House Commit- 
tee on General Laws the Virginia General 


Assembly met in the House chamber in Richmond for 
a public hearing on a bill proposing to regulate hours 


of work of women. 

“No female,” the bill, “shall be employed, suf- 
fered, or permi to work in any factory, workshop, 
laundry, restaurant, mercantile or manufacturing 
establishment in this state more than eight hours in 
9 day of twenty-four hours.“ 

e bill exempts bookkeepers, stenographers, 
cashiers or office assistants and workers in factories 
engaged exclusively in packing fruits or vegetables, 
and in mercantile establishments in towns of less than 
two thousand inhabitants or in country districts. 

It is a queer logic that impels men to restrict the 
liberty of action of women 1 for a living, 
religiously refraining from applying the same restric- 
tions to ves. 

It is an interesting experience, as a working woman, 
to appear before such a committee and as a test of 
your com as a witness on the subject, to be 
asked if you have ever had any rience as a woman 


in industry by a man who has not had the experience of 


being a woman at all, much less a woman in industry. 
Proponents of the bill took the position that the 


opponents were opposed to shortening the hours of 


labor, when as a matter of fact all they asked was that 
whatever regulation was adopted apply to all workers. 
Elizabeth Pidgeon, of the Department of Labor, told 


of the fatigue incident to long hours of work, but did 


not attempt to show. that only women suffered fatigue. 
According to Geline MacDonald Bowman, past pres- 
ident of the National Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs, an organization of 65,000 
working women, this law, if passed, will deprive 
women of equal economic opportunity. 

Mrs. John Gallaher, of the Consumers League, advo- 
cated the bill because “children need their mothers.” 
Her references were to two job women “whose hus- 
bands come home in the evening.” 

Mrs. Elsie Graff, Virginia, Chairman, National 
Woman’s Party, presented Carolyn Vaughn, of Rich- 
mond. She, in turn introduced Dorothy Moncure, a 
Virginian, who spoke for the National Association of 
Women Lawyers. “Gentlemen,” she said, “why do you 
want to take away my liberty of action and my right 
to bargain for my own services?” 

Other ers against the bill, who had been invited 
by Virginia women to assist them in presenting their 
case, were Anita Pollitzer, of South Carolina, vice- 
chairman, Woman’s Party, and Helen Hunt West, of 
Florida, lawyer and journalist, and Helena Hill Weed, 
of Washington, D. C., journalist. 

Opponents of the eight-hour law for women only 
believe that it makes no difference who wants the bill 
or who opposes it, if facts and common sense show it 
to be unsound. 

The committee, composed entirely of men, in a legis- 
lature, also composed entirely of men, apparently was 
doing its best to ascertain what was good for women 
who work. Several amendments were offered, but not 
one ventured to include men in the 

It was difficult to make up one’s mind which was 
the most extraordinary—the fact that so many men 
were asking that the hours of women be fixed, but 


not urging the same regulation for men, or that there 


were a few women expressing approval of the bill, 
apparently blissfully ignorant of the fact that such 


to pass. 


mia Working Women Threatened 


laws, applied to women only and not to their male 
competitors, are at the present time depriving women 
of jobs wherever the laws are in effect. | 

It is not a question of rimenting with some- 
thing that has not been tried before. Illinois has a 
new eight-hour law and many women who wanted it, 
and who worked for it, are looking for jobs. 
took the word of those who offered the bill, that it 
would give them shorter hours—and it did. It = | 
them leisure by relieving them of their jobs. The 
law is good,” said Miss Kate O’Connor, state superin- 
tendent of women’s and children’s yen ye in 
Illinois. Said the women who lost their jobs: Do they 
mean that throwing women out of good paid jobs 
and making hourly paid employes finish in eight hours 
what they used to pay them nine hours for is a fair, 
square and honest thing to do?“ 


Of the South Carolina regulation of the work of 
women, leaving men free to bargain for their own 
services and take their jobs, the Labor Commissioner 
of South Carolina, John W. Nates, says: The present 
statute may put a few om out of jobs,” but expresses 
the opinion that it will help others working long hours. 
This, however, did not work out in South Carolina. 
Says the Charleston News and Courier of the same 
law: “Enforcement of this law. . has resulted in 
loss of employment by large numbers of women 
throughout the state. In most cases the work these 
women were doing was not injurious to their health 
or their morals and certai injurious to the public | 
interest and there was apparently no good reason to 
put them out of their jobs, except that the state law 
made it necessary.” | 

Of the eight-hour law in Washington, one linotype 
operator from Spokane wrote: When our eight hours 
are up, we women have to walk out, leaving the men to 
get out the paper. . Thus women were forced to hold 
up the ard of labor laws, while men reap the bene- 
fits—a condition that ought to make any honest man 
blush with shame. Several years ago I lost a good 
because a man could, and would, work longer 

ours. It took me three years to get another start.’ 

At a recent meeting of a Trade Union League in 


Washington, D. C., when a regulation covering the 


work of women only, but not of men in the same com- 

petition, was discussed, one girl said: “Don’t you 

remember, when we had this law before, women were 
laced by negro men?“ 

e problem the country is facing today is unem- 


ployment. It therefore would appear to be a 255 
ticularly rous time to tamper with the right of 
anyone to e a living. 


All workers are in a very keen competition for jobs. 
The competition should be fair. Men do not ask this 
law for themselves, nor is one proposed in Virginia. 
A similar bill was offered two years ago and failed 
It is inconceivable that thinking men of the 

nd old state of Virginia, known as the cradle of our 
emocracy, will now enact a law that has proven so 
detrimental to working women in other states. 

Women in industry have been told by those promot- 
ing restrictive legislation that it will mean 12 
wages and shorter hours. A rosy picture has n 
painted. It is little short of criminal to try to make 
them a party to building the scaffold for their economic 
execution. It is tragic for them to have to learn, as 
many others are learning and have learned, through 
bitter experience. Poor working conditions are bad. 
No job at all is worse! 


6 
> 
14 
4 
/ 
1 
i 


spoils system.” 


Page 204 


BQUAL RIGHTS 


RECENT issue of the 
Columbus Citizen car- 
ries a club page with New 
Year greetings from presi- 
dents and chairmen of lead- 
ing national organizations. Executives sending greet- 


ings were Mrs. Sarah T. Pell, National Woman's 


1 Mrs. William A. Becker, National Society 
A. R.; Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson, General 

8 of Women’s Clubs; Earlene White, Na- 

tional Federation of Business and Professional 

Women’s Clubs; Margue- 

rite Wells, National League 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY CHAIRMAN, 
MRS, SARAH THOMPSON PELL 
URGES EQUAL RIGHTS 


National Women Leaders Greet Ohio Clubwomen 


When this becomes an ac- 
complished fact it will auto- 
matically remove the thou- 
sand or more discrimina- 
tions which now exist in 
our laws detrimental to the status of women. 
17 5 1937, progress was made towards 
this goal. Foremost was the favorable report by the 
sub- Committee of the Judiciary Committees of the 
United States Senate and Congress on the Equal 


Rights Amendment. 
The repeal of No. 213 
known as the Marri 


of Women Voters; Mrs. 
Arthur Bain, National 
Council of Jewish Women. 


Several of the messages 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS COMMTTTEE 
- ON STATUS OF WOMEN 


Woman’s Act, was brought 
about by the joint work of 
the women members of 
Congress, both Republican 
and Democratic, and 


were confined to good wish- 
es for the coming year, 
while others spoke of the 


part the organizations are The 
taking in this work. 


Mrs. Becker, of the, D. 
A. R., told of the under- 
privileged boys and girls of nn 
the country and urged guid- 
ance of their destiny. 


in 1931. 
Miss Wells, of the Lenaue 
of Woman Voters, harked 
back to the suffrage cam- 
paign, saying this year we 
reverently returned the 
well-worn old ‘Equal 
Rights’ slogan to the Suf- 
fragists of Seneca,” stating 
that, We resolve this year 
to sweep aside the political meade for 


Assembly re 


Of Mrs. Pell, the Citizen 


“Mrs. Stephen Pell, chair- 
man of the National 
Woman’s Party, has been 
at the helm of that organ- 
ization for the past year 
succeeding Mrs. Florence 
Bayard Hilles of Wilming- 
ton, Del., who served as its 
chief executive for a long 


Facts Concerning the Committee 


work to be done and the 1. Creation of Committee 
Committee was created by vote of the 
1987 Assembly (September-October 


2. Appointment of Members of Committee 
Members R — by the Council of the 
its meeting opening 


3. History of Committee 


— 


f Leagu 


Up until the present the only Committee deal- replaced 
re with the position of women has been the 
Advisory Committee on the Nationality of 
Women, created by the Council of the League 


4. 
The Committee will have before it the various 
proposals that have been put before the 
the status of women, in- 


5. Financing of Committee 
ropriation of 25,000 Swiss francs was 

the expenses of the Committee by 
— Assembly. 


6. Plans of organization and work of Committee 


Says: We understand that the 
the League Secretariat, 

to have one meeting in 1938, at which it would 
— up its program — and possibly a second 

meeting. The research work would 

various qualified bodies but not by the Com- 
mittee itself. The Committee would have a 
Rapporteur to draw as a report for the con- 
sideration of the 
when approved, would be transmitted to a 
future 


Committee. This 


through the tireless activi- 
ties of the Government 
Worker’s Council of the 
National Woman’s Party. 


» 1987). „Many of the Party 
workers spent last summer 
keeping active watch over 

the Wage and Hour bill and 
due to their efforts, phases 
of the bill discriminating 
against women were re- 
moved and have not been 


on January 17. 


We rejoice that the 
National Federation of 
Business and Professional 
Women of their Biennial 
Convention endorsed the 
Equal Rights Amendment, 
as have also 13 national or- 
ganizations of women and 
scores of state and local 
groups. 

“*Looking forward, we 
have hope that the end of 
the 16-year fight for the 
complete freedom of women 
in this country is actually 
in view. 

„Men talk much of the 
balance of power and bal- 
ance depends upon the rec- 
ognition of equality or equal 
quality as its determining 
factor. I believe that they 
will welcome a solution to 
the many inharmonies 


as suggested by 
for the Committee 


done by 


report, 


period and who came to 

Columbus about four years 

ago to organize the Ohio Branch. She writes: 
“‘Greetings to the women of Columbus and best 

wishes for a Happy New Year from the National 

Woman’s Party. 


“<The National Woman's Party is guardian of the 


proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America—i. e. Men and 


women shall have equal rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


which now prevail in hu- 
man relationship by accept- 
ing equal rights as a positive rule whereby to pro- 
duce a balanced society. 
urge all women to awaken to world trends 
affecting them and especially to the women of Amer- 
ica to see that it ‘does not happen here.’ 


J sincerely hope that the women of Columbus will 
help to make the coming year a memorable one in the 
History of the Progress of Women of America towards 


Equality. 


February 1, 1938 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


Pennsylvania Governor Issues Proclamation oF 
Honoring Pioneer Equal Rights Crusader 


OVERNOR GEORGE H. EARLE, of Pennsylva- 

nia, has issued a proclamation naming February 
15 Susan B. Anthony Day in commemoration of the 
birthday anniversary of that beloved member of the 
immortal trio of equal rights pioneers whose name 
the Suffrage Amen t to the Constitution of the 
United States bears. 


Stating that “The one hundred and eighteenth birth- 
day anniversary of Susan B. Anthony. . is an event of 
deep significance to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania as well as to the entire nation,” the proclama- 
tion further states that “The place of honor among 
America’s great women occupied by this Crusader of 
Liberty was not easily earned. She devoted her life 
to the cause of broadening the privileges of members 
of her sex. In the face of scorn and ridicule, she broke 
the shackles of deep-seated prejudice and awakened 
the public mind to the injustices suffered by handi- 
capped women of a century ago.“ 


It is therefore fitting,“ says the proclamation, 
“that the people of Pennsylvania cooperate with the 
National Women’s Party in celebrating Susan B. 


Anthony Day on February 15, 1938—the anniversary 


of her birth and the eighteenth anniversary of the 


enactment of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Fed- 
eral Constitution.” Suggesting the various ways in 


which the anniversary might be appropriately ob- 


served, the proclamation concludes with, “The telling 


achievements of this distinguished figure in our coun- 
try, like those of other great pioneers, should not only 
be defended and maintained, but used as a living foun- 
dation on which to build even greater social structures 
and institutions for the welfare of humanity.” 


The customary observance of the occasion will take 
place in the crypt of the national Capitol, women rep- 


resenting many national organizations participating, 


laying wreaths at the base of the Adelaide Johnson 
statue of the trio of noted crusaders for equal rights 
between men and women, one of whom was Miss 
Anthony. 

_. Radio addresses will be given throughout the land, 
‘and suitable script may be obtained by writing Mrs. 
Robert Adamson, Middletown, N. J., national chair- 
man of the Susan B. Anthony committee. 

Among the celebrations will be a Woman Marches 
On” affair arranged by the Philadelphia Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party. This will be in the 
nature of a Susan B. Anthony banquet held at the 
Women’s City Club, the speakers to be Mrs. Sarah 
Thompson Pell, of New York, National Chairman; 
Betty Gram Swing, Westport, Connecticut, member of 
the National Council and Emma Guffey Miller, Demo- 
cratic National Committeewoman for Pennsylvania. 

Other celebrations will be staged in New York City 
and Baltimore, Md. 

Mrs. Adamson, chairman of the Susan B. Antho 
Committee, whose splendid work has done m 


toward according Miss Anthony her proper place in 


history as an outstanding leader in the emancipation 
of women, suggests that women everywhere make an 
effort to have announced on February 15 the naming 
f schools, parks, and civic centers in honor of the 
er, to whose fearless advocacy of equal rights, 
the United States owe à debt of everlasting 
gratitude. 4 
Last year the Governors of Florida, New York, Cali- 
fornia, Arizona, Georgia, Minnesota, New Hampshire, 
South Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin and other states 
issued special proclamations, proclaiming February 15, 
Susan B. Anthony Day. It is hoped that eventually this 
day will be permanently designated by every State 
in commemoration of the work of this devoted leader 


in the cause of freedom for women. 


“Liberty Bell, It’s Time To Ring Again” 


HE Amelia Earhart issue of EQUAL RIGHTS on 

January 15 was followed by letters and contribu- 
tions from many sections of the country, from those 
interested in equality between men and women, and 
who felt that Amelia Earhart should be honored with a 
living tribute rather than a memorial. 


EQUAL RIGHTS, crusading that women may share in 
democracy, represents the principle for which Amelia 
Earhart worked and to which she contributed finan- 
cially as well as of her time and talents. 


Checks received since the launching of the 4 — 
for the establishment of a permanent fund for Equal 
Rights come not only from members of the National 
Woman's Party, but from others to whom this type 
of tribute to Amelia Earhart appeals and who desire 
to do honor to a courageous woman by helping to con- 
tinue her work to a successful conclusion. 


The task of establishing equal rights between men 
and women by guaranteeing that the law shall apply 
to women in the same way it applies to men, is car- 
ried on entirely by contributions. These contributions 


represent the sentiment of women who are doi 
their bit,“ fighting for democracy. In the words 
the slogan familiar to everyone in the United States 


during the World War when the Government offered 


bonds for sale — Liberty Bell, It's Time to Ring 
Again.“ This time it is liberty for women, who are 
waging a bloodless battle which they hope to win by 
intelligence rather than arms. 


The Honor Roll of those who contribute to the 
Amelia Earhart Fund for Equal Rights will preserve 
for future generations the names of those who are 
freeing women of the United States from “the dead 
hand of the past.” 


Members of the National Woman's Party have long 
been the shock troops in the battle against injustice 
to their sex—an injustice that affects even their right 
to make a living. 


Contribute today to the Amelia Earhart Fund for 
Equal Rights and place your name on the Honor Roll 
of those who believe that it is time for the Liberty Bell 
to ring again—and this time—for women. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


Journalist’s Wife 


By Lilian T. Mowrer. William W. Morrow & Co. 414 pp. $3.50. 


ERE is the book we have all been awaiting for 

years. The story of the journalist’s life by the 

journalist’s wife! The parallel column embodying the 
woman’s point of view! 

Twenty years ago, Lilian T. Mowrer, an English- 
woman, married Edgar Ansel Mowrer, an American, the 
foreign correspondent of the Chicago Daily News. They 
went at once to Rome. There, Mrs. Mowrer watched 
Mussolini and the blackshirts take ion of the 
Italian government and establish a dictatorship. After 
a while, the censorship pressed too hard on Mr. Mowrer 
and he was sent to 9 There, Mrs. Mowrer 
watched Hitler and the brownshirts take possession 
of the German government and establish a dictator- 


er and he was sent to ce. He arrived just in time 
to watch the series of strikes which preceded the Blum 
regime. The Mowrers have been in France ever since. 
But in the course of these journalistic adventures, they 
have gone twice to Russia where they saw a third 
kind of dictatorship. Also they have visited Albania 
and England. They have shuttled back and forth across 
the Atlantic Ocean several times on holidays in the 
United States. 

Many kinds of readers will be interested in 


book. Mothers of families will note with a peculiar 
sympathy Mrs. Mowrer’s struggles with housekeeping 


in several countries and ages and with the edu. 
cation of the little Diana Jane. Students of the drama 
will be thrilled by Mrs. Mowrer’s dissertations on stage 
productions in Italy and Germany. Students of twenty 
years of Euro crisis will find its pages full of the 
ellow-journalists 
will follow Mr. Mowrer’s struggles with the censorship 
with deep understanding. 

Feminists in general and subscribers to EQUAL 
RIGHTS in particular will enjoy beyond measure Mrs. 
Mowrer’s thumb-nail sketches of able European 
women and her meditations, here and there, on the 
conditions under which they live. 

Of the position of German women, Mrs. Mowrer says: 

“T did not find that the women were so downtrodden 
socially as I had imagined. I had come prepared to 
champion them against their male oppressors and 
was determined to allow no slighting of wives and 
daughters in my presence. But, bless me, they did not 
need my sympathy and support. German women adore 
their men and make no bones about showing it... The 
mutual satisfaction was undeniable and very reassur- 
ing. There was none of that male isolation I had no- 
ticed in Italy, where picture galleries, concert halls 
and cafes would be empty of women; nor that pallid 
life which goes on in women’s clubs in America where 
men will do everything for a woman except spend a 
little time on her.” 

Of Olivia Agresti, the official interpreter of the Ital- 
ian delegation of the Genoa Conference, Mrs. Mowrer 
says, “She sat at a table all through the long afternoon 
translating with rapidity and accuracy. She never took 


notes, yet even through the exciting moment of the 


Chicherin-Barthou contretemps, she never lost a vital 


word of the original speech”: of Nadeja Stancioff, a 


fully accredited Bulgarian diplomat at twenty-five, she 
“spoke six languages perfectly and acted as interpre- 
ter for the Bulgarian Prime Minister” ; of Fanka Sadidi, 


“And in certain parts of Albania, a woman enjoys a 
unique privilege,” went on my hostess. “If she is tired 
of being a woman, she can renounce her sex. She de- 
declares herself a ‘Holy Virgin’—even if she is mar- 
ried or a widow—and can claim all the privileges of a 
man. She does no more housework, but carries a gun 
and goes around with the men. She joins their hunting 
expeditions and is accepted by them without reserve. 
But she must observe the rules of the game. If after 
she has publicly made the change, she has any love 
affairs with a man, she is shot“; of an anonymous Ger- 
man woman physician, “Years later, I met another 


_ heroic figure who had attended all D. J.’s (Diana Jane's) 


childish ailments since we had been in Germany. She 
was working in a small clinic in an obscure corner in 
Switzerland—she, a foremost child specialist. ‘But I 
would rather starve in a free country than accept the 
conditions in Germany,’ she told me. ‘It would have 
meant expelling all the Jewish members of our Medi- 
cal Association (she herself was Aryan) and accepting 
the leadership of incompetent political appointees. Be- 
sides the Nazi attitude to women is revolting; we are 
simply to provide cannon-fodder and see our young 
daughters sw into labor camps where so many of 
them become illegitimate mothers.’ ” | 

Apropos of this last statement, Mrs. Mowrer adds: 
“An English Quaker investigating labor camps told me 
(May, 1986,) that sixty per cent of the girls there and 
in the B. D. M. became pregnant.” 

Of Sarah Wambaugh’s work in the Saar Plebiscite of 
January, 1985, Mrs. Mowrer says: : 

“Our next visit was to Miss Sarah Wambaugh (only 
woman on the Plebiscite Commission) who was largely 
responsible for compiling and checking the voting lists. 
Sarah, a grand girl, brought to that job a knowledge 
of law, languages and politics, a wide experience of 
international settlements and all of a woman’s common 
sense in dealing with small details. The Deutsche Front 


no doubt expected her to accept without question the 


lists they had prepared, but she blandly waved them 
aside after seeing their appalling discrepancies. She 
prepared her own lists with as much care as a good 
housewife conning a butcher’s bill. And if anyone voted 
twice, or in a district other than his own, it certainly 
was not Miss Wambaugh’s fault.” Be 

With certain observations in Mrs, Mowrer’s account 
of the activities of the women of the International 
Women’s. Organization of the Sixteenth Assembly of 


the League of Nations, all feminists will take umbrage. 


“At this most crucial moment of world’s history, 
when the possibilities of war and peace were under 
discussion, when the very fabric of Western civiliza- 
tion was menaced, the corridors of the League build- 
ings were thronged with eager feminists, who besieged 
representatives, arranged manifestations, insisted on 


being received and, oblivious to anything else, pre- 


sented their statements and argued their case. 

“For three strenuous weeks the subject was thrashed 
out and work went on in the First Committee which 
dealt with legal and constitutional problems, and in 
the end the women won a great victory, for the two 
draft resolutions which it drew up were approved by 
the Assembly, and kept the whole subject a League 
interest. I sat in on a good many of these meetings 
and heard some interesting s es; there was fiery 
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Mme. Alexandra Kollontai, of Russia, former revo- 


lutionary worker and fighter on the barricades, for the 
last fifteen years Soviet Ambassadress to Norway, 
Mexico and Sweden. She had a luminous mind, warm 
throaty tones and great grey eyes. Mlle. Johanne Reutz 
(Norway) was her antithesis; frail, blonde statistical 
expert in political economy, with a voice like a whip; 
Miss F. Horsbrugh, M. B. E., Member for Dundee an 
delegate to the League for the last three years, was 
an aristocratic, clear-thinking woman with a great 
grasp on political detail; the eloquent and elegant Mme. 
Malaterre-Sellier (France) and Mile. Kertin Heselgren 
(Sweden) doyen of all the delegates, with an immense 
record of important social work plus a wide under- 
standing of world problems in general. It was who 
would have preferred to let the question of W 8 
Rights remain dormant for a few years, and I was 
much inclined to agree with her... 


“There was a monster reception for the Women’s 
Organization before the League adjourned. I wandered 


through the rooms and found the spectacle of so many 


gathered together somewhat terrifying. It was not 
that they made more noise than men, though there was 
noise enough; but they had all been working too short 
a time to able to take themselves casually. 


“Not the important ones, of course, not women like— 
oh, dozens I knew there, competent, keen; but so many 
of the others, were they not all absorbed in their own 
little party affairs like the women in the German Reich- 
stag under the Republic? Hardly one I talked to seemed 
to care what the League was doing. . . outside the 
First Committee. Was not their undoing. . . vanity 
about their own affairs which filled them with self- 
importance and obseured a wider vision?” 


Feminists will answer Mrs. Mowrer’s comments with 
the statement that since the first Woman’s Rights 
Convention in 1848, there has never been a time when 
—in the opinion of politicians—it would be good and 
proper time to push any movement relating to equal 
rights. The best time is always a few years in the 
future. And as to, “For a lot of good the Equal Rights 
Treaty would be if the only equality men and women 
found was that of being indiscriminately bombed from 
the air’”—that argument of course applied to everything 
the League was trying to accomplish. No, the only time 
to press the matter of Equal Rights is every day and 
all the time. As for being “casual,” most of us, I 
think would say that even men are not “casual” about 
the things that lie nearest to their hearts. 


But of all Mrs. Mowrer’s stories, the members of the 
National Woman's Party will most enjoy the account 


of the way Madame Louise Weiss defeated M. René 
Duplantier for the Senate from the Department of 
Vienne. It might have come out of the archives of the 
National Woman’s Party: “How the Senate must have 
chuckled, for this grey little man in the middle fifties 
was a noted wit and in his comdemnation of the Suf- 
frage Bill, he made most atrocious double entendres, 
mingling legal terms with parts of women’s anatomy 
and — the whole subject in gales of Rabelaisian 

Madame Weiss went into M. Duplantier’s district, 
roused the women, talked everywhere. He lost his seat 
in the Senate after eighteen years. 

One comes, as is inevitable in a book which covers 
so huge an acreage, and occasional inaccuracies. Mrs. 
Mowrer says that, until 1917, American correspondents 
were not welcomed at the Italian front. Yet both John 
Bass and Will Irwin visited the front early in 1916. 

Mrs. Mowrer has lived a rich life and she has pro- 
duced a rich book. : 


1 Council Formed 


A large and enthusiastic group of women met Janu- 
ary 20 at the Y. W. C. A. in Baltimore for a dinner 
meeting and formed the Baltimore Industrial Council 
No. 1 of the National Woman’s Party. 

These women represented a large group of industrial 

workers, who are convinced of the need for the Equal 
Rights Amendment because of the descriminations 
against women in their various fields. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fisse; vice-president, Marie Meeker; secre- 
tary, Anne Hardy; treasurer, Mrs. Mary Pettingill. 

The Council will meet the first Thursday of each 


month at 8 o’clock,in the evening at 19 West Chase 


Street, Baltimore. The Council invites industrial 
women throughout the country, when in Baltimore, to 
attend these meetings. 


Trade Unionists For Equal Rights 


Eighty-five trade unionists, representing seventeen 
local unions affiliated with the United Building Trades 
Federation in Baltimore, Md., in joint session Jan 
13 — on record in favor of the Equal Rights Amen 
men 

A letter from Harry Hale, Secretary, to Alma H. 
Ambrose, of Maryland, says: “It was resolved tha 
all local unions associated with the U. B. T. F. sha 
write to Maryland’s members of Congress in behalf of 
equal rights for women.” | 


Contrib ute To 


AMELIA EARHART FUND 
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 


Of the National Woman’s Party 


and give wings to the cause of equal rights, in which 
Amelia Earhart believed and for which she worked. 


Fill in your name and address and MAIL TODAY 
with your check, made payable to AMELIA EARHART 
FUND FOR EQUAL RIGHTs, to EQUAL RIGHTS, 144 
B Street, Northeast, Washington, D. C. : 

The larger your contribution to this living tribute to 
Amelia Earhart, the greater the opportunity to carry 
her message throughout the nation. 


Amelia Earhart Fund for Equal Rights 


EQUAL RIGHTS | 
144 B Street, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

I am enclosing for a tribute to 
Amelia Earhart in gratitude for her work for 
women. | 3 
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Hanna Skeffington, Irish Feminist 
Visits America And Is Entertained 


Hanna Sheehy Skeffington, of Ireland, internation- 
ally known as one of the world’s foremost feminists, 
who is in the United States on a lecture tour, recently 
spent some time in Washington. 

Although in the nation’s capital to attend the con- 
ference on the Cause and Cure of War, leading femi 
ists entertained in her honor and prevailed upon her 
talk informally at several gatherings. 


She shared honors with Mary Winsor, of . 


phia, at a luncheon given on January 18 at Hotel Carl- 


ton by the Inter American Commission of Women, 
of which Doris Stevens is chairman. On this occasion 
she spoke on Feminism in Europe. 

Mary Winsor, who has been active in the woman 
movement for years, and who was among the White 
House pickets serving prison sentences for her suffrage 
activities, spoke on Little Woman as a Phantom. 

Abby Scott Baker, chairman of the Women’s Con- 
— Committee, created by the League of N 
presi 

Seated at the speakers table with Miss Stevens, 
2 ests of honor and Mrs. Baker were a number 

guished guests, including representatives from 
South and Central America and Cuba. 
was commended for its recent action i 
behalf of women, the Senate having approved 
amendment revising an article of the Constitution, p 
posing to * suffrage to women. The Presid . 
exico was likewise commended. 
Mrs. Skeffington was the guest of honor at a tea 


given at Alva Belmont House on Capitol Hill, = 
she talked informally to a group of friends. : 


Among those present on this occasion was Rosi 


Schwimmer, who * was awarded the World 


Peace Prize of $7,000, she was introduced to the 
assemblage by Lola Maverick Lloyd, chairman of the 


International Relations Committee, National Woman's 
Party, and spoke briefly. 7 


Another visitor from other lands was Madam Yen, 


child welfare. 

Mrs. Skeffington, who was a guest at Alva Belmont 
House during her stay in Washington, is now in New 
York City, where she ~ speaking engagements. 


t of 


aviator, who came to this 


Women Denied Right 


A long forgotten provision of the Peabody city char- 
ter, which denied women the right to sign petitions 
except “in matters pertaining to the school depart- 
ment,” was revived today to introduce a new factor in 
the dispute over the proposed appointment of four new 


policemen here. 

Contending a tion signed by 2,300 citizens re- 
questing a special referendum on the possible increase 
of the police department was illegal because nearly 
half the signers had been women, 19 city employes or 
relatives of employes have asked the Superior and 
Supreme Courts to declare the petition void. 

The charter provision was overlooked when women’s 
suffrage was approved in 1919, city officials said today. 
Since that time, not until today had women’s signa- 
tures on municipal petitions been questioned. 

The petition was circulated by the chamber of com- 
merce and other opponents of the police department in- 
crease after the city council voted, about a month ago, 


to add four men to the department. Receiving the peti- 


tion, the council rescinded the earlier vote and set Jan. 
11 as the date for a referendum. 

The 19 city employes and relatives, led by Mrs. Maria 
Purcell, were successful today in having summons is- 
sued for city officials to appear in superior court 
at Salem next Tuesday, and the Supreme Court in Bos- 
ton, Jan. 3. Mrs. Purcell and the others contended the 
council had violated the law by receiving the petition 
with the women’s names signed to it. 

Those upon whom summonses were served tonight 
by Deputy Sheriff William R. Tucker included the 
president and all other members of the “ council, the 
board of registrars, City Clerk Edward J. Dowd, and 
City Treasurer Patrick M. Cahill. Peabody (Mass.) 
to Boston Herald. 


“Just In Case” 


Word comes from Helen Robbins Bitterman, of 
Ohio, that about January 1 the Carter Hotel in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was sued for $1,500 back wages for women, 
under the new mandatory order affecting hotels. 

“Whereupon,” says Mrs. Bitterman, “another hotel 
in ‘Cleveland discharged sixty of its women ‘just in 
case.’ — — of information is the Hotel and Res- 
taurant ployes’ Union.“ 


We urge National Woman’s Party Members to Patronize our 
Advertizers. They are our friends and we recommend them. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. , 
Phone 8121 lich & Market Sts. NEW YORK CITY 


“The Skyscraper by the Sea” 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
“Jacksonville's Finest” 
Charles B. Greiner, Mgr. 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


Alva Belmont. House 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Rooms available to members and friends 


Capitol Hill Washington, D. C. 


STRATH HAVEN INN 


SWARTHMORE, PA. 
One Mile South of Route No. 1 
F. M. Scheibley Management 


HOTEL CLARIDGE 


__ ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


SUNRISE INN 


Apartments & Cottages—A Home for the 
Winter 
James H. Reardon, Mgr. Port Sewall, Fla. 


Write for Special Rate 
Hotel Page, Equal Rights 
144 B St., N. E. Washington, D. C. 
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